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HE Author of the following Papers 


intended they ſhould be made Public 
in the Univerſal Magazine, from the bene- 
wolent Motive of their being thereby mere 
di fuſtvely ſpread Abroad; and for that Pur- 
poſe ſent them to the Proprietors of that 
Work ; but they were already ſo pre-ingaged 
to inſert a great Variety of curious Pieces, 
that they could not find Room for it this 
Month, according to his Defire : However, 
not willing the Publication of ſo uſeful a 


Performance, which ſeemed to be directed 


by ſuch kind and good Intentions, ſhould be 
delayed, they have given it the World in 
this Manner, not doubting its being receiv- 


ed, with the utmoſt Thankfulneſi and Gra- 
titude. 


FROM A 
CITIZEN of LONDON, 
Occaſioned by the late 


EARTHQUAKEs, Sc. 


Friends and Countrymen, 

R OM a thorough Concern at the 
melancholy View I have had, for 
a long Time, of the preſent Pre- 

valency of Vice and Corruption; 

the Degeneracy and Depravity of Manners, 
and the almoſt total Neglect of Religion 
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and Virtue which reigns amongſt us; 1 
have adventured, by giving you a Sente 
of our wretchedly fallen Condition, to re- 
vive your Endeavours, to amend your 
Lives, leſt the ſupreme and juſt Judge 
of the Univerſe, too highly provoked and 
incenſed, ſhould ſuddenly ſhower down 
his tremendous Judgments upon a wicked 
and ſinful Generation, 


Wx have Reaſon, too great Reaſon, to 
expect a Manifeſtation of the Divine Diſ- 
pleaſure ; we have had awakening Intimati- 
ons, without Number, if we were not quite 
hardened and obdurate, to turn from the 
Evil of our Ways, before it is too late: A 
dreadful peſtilential Diſorder amongſt our 
Cattle has, hitherto, baffled all the Attempts 
to ſtop its Progreſs, and has ſpread its miſ- 
chievous Effects all over the Land, to the 
Impoveriſhment and Ruin of namberleſs 
Families: A raging War has deſtroyed 
Thouſands of our People, and exhauſted 
our Treaſures; and the baleful Conſe- 

quences 
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quences of an unnatural and bloody Re- 
bellion have been too notorious, to need 
recounting. May not the late alarming 
and terrifying Shocks of an Earthquake 


be intended by Providence as a renewed 


Warning, that our Sins, which are as 


red as Scarlet, grow too predominant and 


enormous for Heaven longer to ſurvey 


with Patience? This Conſideration ought 


to inſpire us with Dread, and ſincerely in- 
duce us to turn from our Iniquities. That 
the Almighty has made Uſe of ſuch Inſtru- 
ments, to admoniſſi and to puniſh wick- 
ed and perverſe Nations and Cities, there 
are too many Inſtances recorded in Holy 


Writ, to leave the leaſt Doubt: That it 


is agreeable and conſonant to his infinite 


Perfe&tions; and to his Attributes, I be- 


lieve, none of us will offer to deny. How 
then muſt we tremble for ourſelves, ſen- 


fable, as we muſt be, of our manifold and 


crying Iniquities and Tranſgreſſions, when 
ae theſe late dreadful Events, 
to Fn 2 . as 
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as the Forerunners of a yet more terrible 
bu Fey n of es Ty 1 


DO not "oo us an e with 
the xengey: Vanity of mortal Wiſdom , for, 
though Philoſophers endeavour to account 
for ſuch Accidents from natural Cauſes, 
yet the great Author and Former of all 
Things can, |. undoubtedly, impreſs what 
Motions; how new and unuſual ſoever, he 
thinks proper, upon any of the Producti- 
ons of his Wiſdom, and turn them to the 
great Ends of his Mercies or his Judgs 
ments. We may admire the Wit, the In- 
genuity, and Penetration of theſe ſagaci- 
dus Searchers into the Reaſons of Things; 
but, after all our Admiration, muſt plain- 
ly perceive, how finite our Capacities are, 
and how trifling our Diſcoveries, com- 
pared to the various unfathomable Train 
of Wonders thrown every where around 
us: And if the general Providence of God 
is not employed in puniſhing every noto- 
rious Wickedneſs; yet, we are not to 

55 argue 
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argue from thence, that it may not be 


exerciſed, even in the immediate Puniſh- 
ment, in this Life, of Crimes that ſeem to 
be of too deadly and heinous a Nature to 
be longer ſuffered, to — * nan of 
* _ Mil. 


Ho ow. frequemly- 0 * e 
perhaps directed, the devouring inflamed 
Sulphurs from the Bowels of the Earth, 
to overwhelm unrepenting Wretches who 
have been hardened againſt his Mercies ? 
And can we help obſerving, that every 
People, who have fallen a Sacrifice to ſub- 


terraneous Fires, were-enormouſly wicked, 


and that their Crimes had arrived to a 
Pitch too ſhocking to recount, and called 


aloud for Vengeance. This was the woe- 


ful Situation of the People of Jamaica 
and Palermo, and, that thoſe of Lima were 
funk into the moſt abominable Vices, all 


half - formed Race of: Spaniards, will teſ- 


Can 
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CAN we unconcernedly reflect on this, 
and ceaſe from Fear? Are we not under 


a Parity of Circumſtances ? Can a Sin or 
Wickedneſs be named, that is not too 


common amongſt us? Does not every 
paſſing Hour add ſtill repeated Crimes to 
our Account ? Alas it does! and we have 
no Shadow of Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
we, particularly, ſhall be exempted from 
Puniſhment. My Soul, labouring with 
nameleſs and inexpreſſible Tenderneſs to- 


wards you, my dear Friends, urges me to 


call aloud to you, to knock hard at your 
Boſoms, to warn you to flee from the 
dreadful Wrath to come. It is a Duty 
incumbent upon every Man to adviſe and 
admoniſh his Neighbour, when he ſees 


him in any flagrant Error, or any apparent 


Danger ; and let me intreat you, there- 
fore, to take what 1 ſay, as flowing from 


the utmoſt Regard and Affection to your 


temporal and eternal Welfare; and not 


eg "To Aſſuming or Cenſoriouſneſs of 


Temper, 


L —_—_ 29 
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Temper, or the Cynical Sourneſs of old 
Age. F 


LE T us, I repeat again, look upon 
this Earthquake; for aſſuredly it is, as a 
feeling Summons to repent of our Load 
of Wickedneſs, that we may not all ſud- 
_ denly periſh, and be deſtroyed. 


ImvsrT, perforce, to bring you to 
yourſelves, probe the Sore: ſomewhat deep- 
er, before the : morbid: State of our Minds 
can be quite diſcovered, or the Poiſon ex- 


pelled from amongſt us. Heaven's my 


Witneſs, I enter upon the Taſk with Re- 
gret; it is no Pleaſure to me to arraign 
your Faults, to enumerate your almoſt 
countleſs Vices; but the Occaſion, the 
Neceſſity, the Nature of my Addreſs, and 
the Trouble of my Soul, will not permit 
me to be ſilent, or to ſtifle the Know- 
ledge I have of your Wickedneſs: Hap- 
ly, when the odious Picture, in all its 
glaring Colours, ſtrikes your Senſes, the 


00 Shame, 
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Shame, it may occaſion you, may have 4 
en Effect upon your Minds. 


BLESSED, as we are, ths W 
ledge and Light of the heavenly Doctrines 
and Precepts, the ſpotleſs Example, the 
holy Religion, of the immortal Saviour 
of Mankind, above, I may ſay, moſt 
other Countries; hearing it preached and 
inforced in its utmoſt Purity, and moſt 
genuine Scope and Meaning; inſpired by 
the Promiſes of a certain future State of 
never-ending Felicity, if we live righteouſ- 
ly, ſoberly, and. honeſtly ; and, on the 
other Hand, certain, to a Demonſtration, 
of the Puniſhments that await Evil-doersin 
a future State of joyleſs Miſery, and un- 


intermitted Torment; we muſt be quite 


inexcuſable to proceed, as we have done, 
in our Tranſgreſſions againſt the Divine 


Laws, fo clearly given to us: And yet 
our open Contempt of, and Diſobedience 


to, theſe holy Injunctions, is not all; we 
have Perſons hardy and wild enough, 
— ny 


SEE TE "on os oe Wa. AC DO \ 
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every Day amongſt us, to decry, depre- 
ciate, ridicule, and diſpute, under the fal- 
lacious Pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, 
and Freedom of Thinking, almoſt every 
Principle of the pureſt Faith, that has 
ſtood the Teſt of Ages; not a Myſtery or 
Ceremony in it, but has been attacked 
with a Virulence truly diabolical, in Books 
and Pamphlets; by the ſucceſsful Sale of 
which, we have a moſt melancholy In- 
ſtance of the Depravity of our Hcarts: 
They have ſucceeded too well in their En- 
deavours to unſettle People's Principles; 
and it would puzzle the Search of a Chriſ- 
tian, in this Country, to know where true 
Religion and undefiled was to be found: 
Since, in this vain Oſtentation of Frec- 
dom of Enquiry and Speculation, it has 
been, almoſt, totally loſt amongſt us. The 
worſt and moſt barbarous Nations have 
paid greater Regard to Writings they erro- 
neouſly hold as Divine, than we have to 
the undoubted and authentic Doctrines 
of the Lord of Life and of Salvation. 
oe B THESE 
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THESE artful and malicious Efforto 
have had the worſt Effects; and People's 
Minds thus unhinged, and the Depen- 
dence upon the Rock of their Salvation 
thus undermined, a Deluge of Immora- 
lity and Prophaneneſs has ſucceeded, a- 
mongſt all Ranks and Orders, in this de- 
voted Land: Infidelity muſt, of Courſe, 
be accompanied by a contempt and utter 
Diſregard of every Thing that is good. 


CAN any thinking Perſon paſs the pub- 
lic Ways, and not perceive, with an aking 
Heart, the horrid and execrable Blaſphe- 
mies and Curſes, that every Minute pierce 
his Ears, whilſt the loweſt Part of the 
Community invoke, at every Sentence 

they utter, Damnation and eternal De- 
ſtruction upon themſelves and others ? 
Every Turning, every Corner of a Street, 
every bye Receſs, affords Opportuni- 
ties, to the meaner Sort of Men and Wo- 
men, to indulge the worſt of their Appe- 
tites, and furniſhes Incentives to Lewd- 
neſs, 
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neſs, Drunkenneſs, and Neglect of them- 
ſelves and Families, and the honeſt In- 
duſtry, whereby they are made uſeful 
Members of Society: Is it any Matter of 
Amazement then, that our public Papers 
are filled with Accounts of numerous Rob- 
beries, and every other obnoxious Diſorder, 
which have flowed from theſe Cauſes, and 
render it, even at Noon- day, unſafe to paſs 
along the moſt public Parts of this great 
Metropolis! 5 


Anbit in ABL R Laſciviouſneſs. is dif. 
played at the Corner of every Alley and 
Court; nay, even in the midſt of the moſt 
populous Streets, where the ready Cour- 
teſan Waits for her Prey, and practiſes, 


even at Noon-day, all her wanton Airs, 


in the Face of the Public; whilſt Houſes 
of Reſort for them are opened in every 
Place, and, as I am informed, many of 
them tolerated, by certain bad and venal 
Magiſtrates, upon paying a certain Præ- 
mium, out of the Wages of their Profti- 

B 2 tution. 
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tution. Whoredom and Adultery are 
now no more Crimes that ſculk in gloo- 
my and concealed Privacy ; they are talk- 
ed of, with the ſame Unconcern they are 
practiſed ; and a Mention of any Guilt of 
that Sort, inſtead of exciting the Indig- 
nation of the Auditors, is generally ec- 
choed out, with Exclamations and Laugh- | 
ter of Applauſe. We have been taught 
to look upon theſe mean, degrading, and 
moſt hurtful Crimes, in the Number of 
thoſe Vices, which are ſo modeſtly and 
1110 now Ty, called „ 5 


Lk T us again 3 * many 22 
luring Baits that are thrown out, to catch 
the Unwary and Thoughtleſs of all Ranks; 
which, every one, having an equal Taſte 
of Pleaſure with his Neighbour, though, 
perhaps, ſo circumſtanced, as not to be 
able to indulge it, abſurdly thinks he has 
an equal Right to partake of. Are not 
the Playhouſes, Opera's, Muſic Meet- 
ings, Gardens of Entertainment, and all 


the 
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the numerous Tribe of ſuch like Allure- 
ments, principally reſorted to by our Sons, 
our Daughters, and our Apprentices? Here, 
under. the Notion of Amuſement and Di- 
verſion, Opportunities are given, for the 
Indulgence of every wanton. and libidi- 

nous Paſſion, that can actuate the Breaſt, 
or play upon the Senſes, without Check 
or Controul. Here the blooming, inno- 
cent Maid is drawn into the Snares of 
her artful Betrayer, and the unexperien- 
ced Youth receives the Taint of vicious 
Pleaſure, that has the moſt unhappy 
Sway upon the future Hours of his Life. 


TRAA People grow ſo. prodigiouſly 
fond of Diverſions, and purſue them with 
ſuch Avidity, can be aſcribed only to their 
Degeneracy of Taſte and Manners ; their 
Notions, of Religion and Virtue being, as 


I before, obſerved, unhinged and unſet- 


tled, they cannot bear to enter into 
themſelves; are ſhattered in their Thoughts, 
and every real and ſolid Enjoyment be- 

comes 
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comes palled and inſipid; they, therefore, 
fly from themſelves to theſe amuſing, too 
captivating Scenes, and loſe themſelves 
in a Round of unprofitable Pleaſure, that 
at length, entirely takes them off from 
the Duties and ſocial Relations of Life. 
The friendly Intercourſes and Viſits for 
Converſation are now no more; and, even 
in ſelected Companies, the Diſcourſe ge- 
nerally runs upon the moſt Jejune, emp- 
ty, and trifling Topics: It is become 
too faſhionable, in order to ſhew- Polite- 
neſs of Education, to treat every Thing 
ſacred as a Jeſt ; and Daſhes of Obſcenity 
and Scurrility proceed from thoſe Lips, 
whence we could hardly expect it. The 
orderly Conduct of our Lives is ſatyriſed, 
and he muſt have little Pretence to Wit 
indeed, that cannot, at every Turn, crack 
a Jeſt upon the holy Inſtitution of Ma- 
trimony, the Source of Joy and Com- 
fort, and the Fountain whence, 


* Found- 
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« Founded on Reaſon, loyal, juſt and 
pure 

« Relations dear, and all the Charities 

« Of Father, Son, and Brother, firſt were 
c known.” M1LToN, 


Tu x Character of a Rake is that moſt 
ambitiouſly aimed at by our Youth ; and 
in their mixed Societies, the moſt ſhock- 
ing Debaucheries, and infamous Amours, 
with their filthy Conſequences, make the 
greateſt Part of their Converſation, as, in- 
| deed, it too generally employs moſt of 
their Time. Tippling Houſes are multi- 
plied every Day, and few Streets are 
without a Number of them ; where, un- 
der the Notion of Refrelimetit and Con- 
verſation, the Waſte of Time and Health 
is extreme, and the Hours are paſſed a- 
way, in a Manner as muddily and ſtu- 
pidly, not to ſay viciouſly, as is the Qua- 
lity of the Liquor they generally drink. 


WIITIH 
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Wir u the utmoſt Shame and Regret, 
we, muſt obſerve, that, even in the moſt 
public Places, the moſt vile and infamous 
Prints are expoſed to Sale, wherein the 
moſt abominable Lewdneſs is diſplayed, 
without Maſque or Diſguiſe ; whilſt a 
Swarm of Books, relating the Lives and 
Tranſactions of the. worſt Sort of Wo- 
men, in their native, odious, though, to un- 
wary Youth, alluring Lights, contaminate 
the Preſs, In theſe horrid Productions, 
the wanton Fancy of the infernal Writers 
has given the moſt artful and enſnaring 
Dreſs to the very worſt and loweſt of all 
Actions, when not managed with that 
Decency and Decorum, ſo becoming and 
neceſſary, in rational Creatures: Here the 
young Mind, yet untainted, and uncon- 
ſcious of Debauchery, is tutored and in- 
ſtructed in the Rudiments of Vice, which 
are ſpread before him, i in the moſt luſci- 
ous and captivating Habit. Theſe are the 
Productions, that now, to the eternal Diſ- 

| grace 
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grace of a well- governed Country, meet 
with a quick and ready Sale, to the Emolu- 
ment of the Authors and Publiſhers, whoſe 
black Deſigns to corrupt the Morals of 
Vouth are too bad for any Epithet, that 
can be employed to characteriſe. Execra- 
ble Attempt ! not content with indulging 
their own deſtructive Appetites, with a de- 
liberate malicious Deſign upon the Vir- 
tue of others, thus to expoſe to public 
View the rankeſt and moſt corrupt Abo- 
minations of the Brothels and Stews : And 
alas! we have too much Ground to ima- 
gine, that ſome amongſt us ds not ſtop at 
common Crimes, but indulge themfelves 
th the moſt unnatural and moſt accurſed 
Lewdaneſs; Lewdneſs that it is ſhocking 
to human Nature even to think of, and 
which cannot, ſhould not, be mentioned, 
without the utmoſt Deteſtation and Hor- 
ror; and an everlaſting Brand of Infamy 
and Reproach will ever accompany ſuch 
Actions, which will provoke a Deſtructi- 
on like that of Sodom; but, as J hope theſe 
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Inſtances are very few, I ceaſe to purſue 
ſo Ulligrecable n 


WIr a Mixture as; Grief nd Sur- 
prize, I obſerve that the pernicious Itch 
of Gaming has infected all Orders of Peo- 
ple, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt ; 
which is every Day viſible, in the direful 
Revolutions and Diſtreſſes it produces to 
Families and particular Perſons. In the 
Myſteries of this Practice, even our Youth 
are early initiated; and it would amaze one 
to ſurvey the various Anxieties, the Starts 
of Joy and Sorrow, that are alternately pic- 
tured upon the Faces of theſe Devotees to 
Chance or Fortune. This wicked Cuſtom 
grows every Day more and more prevalent, 
and the Places of Reſort for it are to be 
met with, almoſt every where, in private 
as well as public Houſes. Our Maſque- 
rades, our Aſſemblies, are little elſe but 


Mieetings for this vile Purpoſe, which 


teaches us to ſacrifice every Conſideration, 
that ought to be valuable, to the Luſt of 
Gain; 
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Gain; and, to acquire this, we care not 
who we render miſerable, .or at whoſe 
Expence we thrive ; though the Purſuit 
of Gaming engeniders Envy, Hatred, Strife, 
and every Paſſion and Commotion that is 
torturing to the Breaſt, os e! in 
the Nn 1541 


at Ha PPY, my dear Friends, ſhould I ac- 
count myſelf, and my deformed Country, 
could I ſay that the Great themſelves 
were not tainted by all the Vices and 
Crimes I have mentioned: Were it ſo, we 
might expect that Mercy from the offend- 
ed Deity, which on all Hands we have 
too much deſpiſed; and might, for a Time, 
enjoy the Reflexion, that his Judgments 
were ſtill remote from this guilty Land. 
But alas! when I think of the Bleſſings 
that are beſtowed upon the Great and the 
Affluent, and the ungrateful Returns they 
make to Providence for theſe precious 
Gifts, it forces the higheſt Expreſſions of 
Sorrow and Affliction to flow from my 

1 Tongue, 
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Tongue, and Tears to ſtart from my 
Eyes. Do they not roll in Plenty? Are 
they not ſated with the Abundance of 
good Things? Are not Opportunities grant- 
ed them, ſuperior to the reſt of the World, 
to improve their Minds, to become the 
Inſtruments of univerſal Good, and the 
Exemplars of Righteouſneſs and Virtue 
to öthers? This, to be ſure; is what the 


Hands; can they imagine he has beſtow- 


in ſuch exalted Stations, to become the 
Means of Inſtruction, and really ſhould be 
conſidered, as the Stewards to the Poor 
and Neceſſitous. In vain does the Star 


derneath it an upright and honeſt Heart, 
a Heart that ſcorns to do Evil, and burns 
to ſerve and benefit Mankind, be not diſ- 
covered, This we cannot forbear to ex- 
pect, but how woefully are we in general 
diſappointed? Theſe exalted great Ones 

1 ſeem 


Almighty expects and demands at their 


ed this Good upon them, merely for their 
own Uſes ? No, they are appointed to ſhine 


glitter upon the embroidered Robe, if un- 


— 
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ſeem to think Providence has ſhewn this 
Partiality to them, only to give them ſu- 
perior Abilities and Opportunities to be- 
come more . diſtingutſhingly wicked; to 
indulge the moſt inordinate Appetites, in 
their full Swing; to riot in Exceſs of Lux- 
ury and Debauchery, without Controul or 
Conſideration. That this is the Caſe, we 


have Proof enough every Day; and, how 
baneful to the Morals of thoſe beneath 
them fuch W are, We may 


n. 


e God ther are ſome Excepti- 


ons from this Charge, ſome illuſtrious Ex- 


amples of the contrary Principles and Beha- 


viour; but few, in Compariſon of thoſe * 


e ang I have juſt mentioned. 


170 * ye Great and Opulent ! conſider ſe- 
riouſly the various Inſtances of God's Judg- 
ments, and amend your Lives; conſider 


that, as much is beſtowed upon you, much 
* alſo be demanded of you, by the Au- 
thor 
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thor of your Being, Be no more what ye 
have been; let us no more, in your illuſtrious 
Ferſons, behold a Youth of Vice ſucceed- 


ed by a trifling, uſcleſs, and impertinent | 


old Age. Conſider how important a vir- 
tuous and religious Behaviour in you is 
become; from you, we muſt expect the Be- 
ginnings of Repentance and. Reformation; 


your Inferiors, always ready, naturally ſo, 


to imitate you, will ſoon catch the hea- 
venly Principle, and long baniſhed Truth 


and Piety will again reviſit us, in all their 


genuine Charms. 1 will not, I cannot ſup- 
preſs your woeful Enormities, the Crimes 
you are daily, hourly, guilty of : That 


open Contempt of Religion, and of every 


facred Inſtitution, fo obſeryable in you; 
your prophane and blaſphemous Oaths 
and Execrations, the conſtant Uſe of which 


levels you with the loweſt, meaneſt 


Wretches; your wilful, I may ſay devil- 
iſh, Diſregard to every Thing virtuous ; 
that Luxury, Lewdneſs, and Debauchery, 


which engages the whole Attention of your 


* 


cOr- 
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corrupted Minds; your being totally ſwal- 
lowed up and abſorbed in a conſtant Round 
of trifling or guilty Amuſements: The 
Encouragement you give to every Thing 
of that pernicious Kind calls aloud for 
| Repentance and Amendment, and, un- 
leſs you ſpeedily amend, will, more than 
any Thing, bring down the Wrath of 

Heaven upon us. Is there an idle Faſhi- 
on or Cuſtom of the light unthinking 
Country, our natural Enemy, over-againſt 


us, that you have not introduced and 


practiſed? Are ye not dwindled into a 
Race of flimſy, foppiſn, affected, apiſh Be- 
ings ; conſtantly engaged in the Purſuit of, 

and Attention to, ſome freſh imported Fol- 
ly or Vice? And have you not hereby 
diſgraced your Births, your Ranks, your 
ſenatorial Dignities, and peryerted and de- 
ſtroyed the native good Senſe, the honeſt 
| Roughneſs, and the frugal Oeconomy of 
your Countrymen, and ſo viſibly effemi- 
nated and ſunk a brave and heroic People ? 
Alas! conſult a little more the Honour, 


the 
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the Intereſt of your Country, and the ge· 
neral Good of Mankind; break not thro' 
the orderly Rules of Society, at the Head 


of which ye are are placed, as the Pat- 
terns and Directors of others Conduct; 


difeard the rank Proſtitute, and the Fawn | 


ing Sycophant from your Boſoms ; no more 
let betrayed and ruined ere lift up 
its deploring Hands, and imprecate the 
Anger of the Almighty upon your Heads; 
no more herd with Thieves and Sharpers, 
and for the Luſt of Gaming, become mean, 
and cruel, and baſe; let not your mid- 
night Revely breathe Peſtilence around you, 
and your notorious Debauches taint and 
poiſon the ſweet Face of Day ; be no more 
venal and corrupt, nor by ſupine Neglect, 
and woeful Ignorance, betray thoſe who 
put their Truſt in your Hands: Thus ye 
| ſhall pacify offended Deity, and wave off 


the Deſtruction that awaits us, ſurely a- 


waits us, and engage the Bleſſings of all 
Mankind; and what is more, a good 
Conſcience, and a Peace of Mind, that is 

„„ 
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far ſuperior to Riches, Pomp, n Splen- 
dor. 


Pop ER, my dear Countrymen, the 
ſure Retreat of Vice, whoſe eaſy Pardons 
and Abſolutions, for the worſt of Crimes, 


yield an artificial Compoſure to the wound 


ed Conſcience, by theſe Means, gains 


Ground amongſt us, and ſeems, now, to 


defy all Reſtraint; you are all Witneſſes, 
how openly it is profeſſed, and what Pains 
its Emiſſaries take, every Day, to propa- 
gate it amongſt the Weak and the Wick- 
ed, who are willing to lay Hold of ſome 
Stay, when Sickneſs or Misfortune caſts a 
Gloom over their guilty Enjoyments, and 
terrifies them with the Ideas of what may 
betide them hereafter. May our Clergy 
learn to be more attentive to the Duties of 
their Call to the holy Miniſtration of 
the Doctrines of Jeſus, and, minding leſs 
the Dictates of Intereſt or Ambition, ſtrive 
to ſtem the Torrent of Vice, and the 
baneful Miſchiefs of that moſt cruel and 


bloody Religion. 
D HE AR 
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Han me, ye Heads and Rulers of 
Families ; it is from you we muſt expect 
the Fruits of the riſing Generation. Be 
ve careſul in the Education and Conduct 
of your Children, and thoſe committed to 
your Charge: Let your own Behaviour, 
free from Folly and Wickedneſs, be the 
Pattern, and attend, a little more, to 
thoſe great Duties of Life, which the 
wiſeſt Legiſlators and States have looked 
upon as the moſt important: Let not 
your Neglect, in this great Charge com- 
mitted to you, turn out into the World 
a. Race of unformed Beings, fit for no 
Truſt or Office in the State, and pervert- 
ed to every commendable, uſeful, and ſo- 
citable, Aim of Life. What are we to ex- 
pect from the juſt Vengeance of Hea- 
ven, if the next Generation ſhould appear 
—_ 1 1586 to bo: growing — unto — 


| 10 ye Magiſtrate Wy ye "inferior Of. 
Sento Juſtice, let not the Execution of 
=! beſt of Laws lie dormant in your 


Hands ; ; 


Citizen of London, &c. 27 


Hands; reflect, that your Capacities in 
the Commonwealth are a religious as 
well as a civil Tie, and that God will ex- 
pect an Account of your Behaviour there- 
in, and, probably, charge thoſe Ills, you 
have knowingly neglected to n ws 
on your own Heads, 


_ every one, not content with be- 
having as he ought to do in his own 
Station, ſpur up his Neighbour to the 
ſame Duties, and diſcourage the moſt 
diſtant Appearance of Wickedneſs or 
Folly; let no Pains be ſpared, to diſ- 
countenance ſuch Practices as betray an 
open Deſign to corrupt our Morals : 

Let us be conſtant in our Addreſſes to 
the ſupreme Governor of the Univerſe, 
to avert his Wrath, and appeaſe his In- 
dignation ; but let us obſerve, that Prayer 
and Supplication, Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, thoſe graceful and grateful Du- 
ties of Religion, will be of no Avail, if 
the inward Man is not fincerely devo- 
ted to Virtue, and if we live in Defiance 


of 
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of any of the Precepts of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour: We are told, and we 
all know, that the Prayers of the a ick. 
oe are an Abomination. 


: n my wit Friends and 
Countrymen, let us all earneſtly ſet a- 
bout the great Work of Reformation. No 
more let us provoke the Wrath and the 
Judgments of our heavenly Father, which 
we have too much Reaſon to imagine, 
are hanging over our Heads, We have 
had a warning Call to Repentance, and 
we are hardened, beyond the Hopes of 
Mercy, if we negle& the awful Sum- 
mons. Let us attend to the great 
Duties of Religion and Piety, and for- 
king every Sin and every Wickedneſs, 
endeavour to work out.our Salvation with 
Frar and Trembling : Let us gird up the 
Loins of cur Minds, be ſober, fledfaft, and 
immoveable ; always abounding in theWorks 
of the Lord, inaſmuch as we know ou 
Laboar will not be 1 in vain in cle Lord. 


in 


